Cravalho remembers 25-year 'revolution' by Foster, Jeanette
I [ffi@ The Honolulu Ad~ertiser 
,. MondQ": AUgll,St 20, 19'. . A-3 
Adv•rtlHr fi .. photo 
Elmer Cravalho, state House speaker 25 years ago when this photo was taken. listens to a phone call from 
Washington, where Congress was voting to admit Hawaii into the Union. Looking on is Spark Matsunaga, then a 
territorial representative and now a U.S. senator. 
got it!' 
Cravalho remem bers 25-year 'revolution' 
By Jeanette Foster 
S~ci11l to 1hr .\dcerliser 
! 
WAILlJKU - "We had a special 
phone lme set up with Delegate 
Jack Burns in Washingt on and I 
was m Honolulu in the state House. 
"I could hear one-by-one the roll-
call vote being take n and hear each 
response," remem b.ered former state 
House Spealter Elmer Cravalho 
about Hawaii's statehood vote 25 
years ago. 
"\'(hen we hit the magic nurn!Jer, 
the 50 •Pl~ one, I remember Jack 
§.lying 'We've got it! We've got it!' 
Tihe entire (state) Hous~ rose and 
sang the Star Spangled Ban11er and 
Hawaii Ponoi and we praye ii. 
"It was my sense at that time. 
though 1t wasn't verbalized. l!riat 
something oJ major impor-tance has 
taken place." he said . "We couldh~t 
pinpoint what the result would be.-
but we koew Hawaii would never 
be the same agail}. It was some.-
thing deep dowh. We all felt it. It 
was Hke the breaking of an arbi-
trar.y barr.ier. 
"I remember thinking to myself, 
'At last - I'm equal."' 
Cravalho spent 25 years in. public 
office as a member and Speaker of 
the state House and later as mayor 
of Maui County. · 
For Cravalho, part of the fight for 
statehood - ~ fight he fougQt for 
years at Burns· side __, was a local 
battle against racism . 
"To me a lot of opposition against 
statehood was racism, although it 
never came out in the open," 
Cravalho said. "Before '54 and even 
in '59 Hawan was directed by large 
business entities, the so called Big 
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"You even heard comments like, 
'We couldn't hav.e a Japanese 
governor or someone or J;wane se 
ancestry represent us in Washing-
ton.' Some people said that openly ," 
Cravalho said. "I would compare 
the atmosphere to today where we 
have racial discrimination -between 
what people term locals and new-
comers." 
Burqs had a different. approach lo 
statehood, an approach which 
Cravalho called courageous. 
"He said instead of being together 
with Alaska in a bill for statehood, 
where both the foes of Alaska and 
Hawau join together and defeat the 
b1ll, let Alaska go first in a separate 
. bi ll ," Cravalho said . "That took 
¢ourage because he had to come 
home and r-un for re-election and 
justify that action. " 
When statehood finally came, it 
had a monumentai affect on the is-
lands, Cravalho believes. 
"When we look at the depth and 
scope of change in Hawaii m th e 
past 25 years it's a revolution great-
er than the revolution that came 
after th e coming of Captain Cook 
and grea ter than the revolution tfiat 
came after the Democrats became 
the officia! party of the state ln 
1954.'.' 
"l.t was a combination of leg(sla-
tion and statehood that people out-
. side the sta te began to real ize that 
th is was no longer the land of the 
gr ass shacks, the hula-hu la skirt 
dancer s," Cravalho said. "It was no 
longer a foreign country." 
"People were inter ested in spend-
ing money here," · he said. "'Ilhis al-
lowei:1 us to do a number of things . 
We could bargain now. We could 
tell industr-y, 'You want to build a 
hote l, good, where' s the public 
beach, where's the employee hOl,IS-
ing, where's the land for low in-
come housing.· All these things we 
never dreamed of asking before 
statehood . We brought the large 
corporati ons, dragging their heels, 
kicking, squeel ing and screaming, 
into the 20th century. We made 
them realize their civic responsibil-
ities " 
The only dark side that Cravalho 
sees in Hawaii's history since state-
hood is that not enough time and 
energ y has been spent on dealing 
with the frustrati ons and problems 
_ of .Hawaiians . 
"T.he Hawaiians are aggrieved 
and with legitimate reasons," he 
said. "They've been ignored, ne-
glected, moved. trainpleq on at1d 
thro wn out. They see themselves 
small, not in terms of numt>ers, but 
in share of the pje. We need to deal 
with their problems and not this pa~ 
tr:onizing pat oµ the back and say 
'Gee,, you sure have .a nice cultlll'e 
and we should work to perserve 
iL'" _ . . 
"The same imagination and vision 
t:hat brought about statehood is 
needed to addre~ thes~ kinds of 
needs raised by the Hawaiians," 
Ora valho said. 
8ravalho is retired from P<>litics 
{l.nd spends his time workjpg his pig 
far,m and running the Kura Com-
munity Credit Union, He's not as 
certain about Hawaii's next 25 
years as he was about the last qijar-
ter century. especially. on M1,1ui. 
"I'm not qptimistic when I loo~ at 
the , planning process going on 
now," he said. "We- cannot accept 
the philosophy that is prevalent on 
the Mainland - if things lµ'e over-
crowded, move over to the next 
state. If resources run out - divert 
them to another state . We have 
God-made restrictions . We live on 
an island. We have to take eont.rol 
of our destiny and plan for the f u-
ture. 
"Many good things have ha p. 
pened since statehood." Cravalho 
said. "But the futures depends on 
the same kind of factors brought 
about statenood - strong aggres-
sive leadership. 
"If that ts al>aent we cannot real-
ize or achieve our full potential." 
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